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discussions with Senator Schimek and also Senator Beutler about 
this issue. As you recall when we were on the floor last time 
when we were discussing this bill, there was some concern which 
I expressed about the fact that we were putting all of the 
liability and the responsibility for filing fees upon the 
treasurer for any kind of a campaign. And while that might be 
very, very appropriate in a ballot initiative, if we're talking 
about a candidate's campaign, in those cases most of the time 
the treasurer is serving in a voluntary capacity. They're not 
being reimbursed for their efforts. They're doing it really out 
of the goodness of their heart and they're taking their own 
spare time to do it. And so it was a concern to me that we were 
resting all of the liability upon the treasurer, who has been a 
friend to the candidate, rather than on the candidate himself. 
I believe, personally, that the candidate is responsible for the 
people they hire, whether they pay them or whether they work on 
a voluntary basis. The candidate themselves is responsible to 
see that things are filed on time and to see that, in fact, 
everything is correct. I think the treasurer serves a good 
purpose. It's a double-check. It's a safeguard for the public 
to know that someone else has checked those records and made 
sure that they're accurate. But that's what it really should 
serve as, as a service to the candidate to make their job easier 
and also as a double-check. As I visited with some of the
members in the body, there was a concern expressed by them as 
well that they might lose the services of their volunteer 
treasurer if they were going to risk this kind of liability, and 
so what we did is we put together an amendment. The first 
amendment that we put together I will be...we ran it by 
Accountability and Disclosure and they were a little concerned 
with the language that Bill Drafters had done, which is why we 
are back with AM2490. This was worked out between 
Accountability and Disclosure and the Bill Drafters Office. 
What it does is it rests the liability entirely upon the 
candidate. That does not mean that a candidate must fill out 
the forms themselves. You have the right and the responsibility 
to delegate, if you so choose, to have someone else fill those 
out. But if, in fact, they are in error or that they're not 
filed in time it would be the candidate's responsibility. I'm 
hoping that you're all in agreement that the candidate should 
take responsibility for their own campaign and to make sure that 
these things are filed on time. There could be some other
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